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Recap: Called to be Holy…last week Behavior Matters: our speech, 
our actions, our thoughts 
 
Bible has many stories of people „seeing‟ God and their response. 
Remember, holiness is God‟s reflection in or through our lives. 
 

Some people who saw God and their responses 
 

a. Moses: his face shined 

 „Take off your shoes this is holly ground‟. . .He found his 
purpose in life as the deliverer of God‟s people and the 
one who would bring God‟s law to humanity 

 When he went up the mtn to see God (he did this 
numerous times) it was after receiving the 10 
commandments the 2nd time that his face glowed. Could 
this mean to us that it takes many times / a journey of 
discipleship, to be made holy by God? Could it mean that 
repetition of seeking Him is what brings God‟s reflection 
to our lives? 

 
b. Isaiah: confessed his sin 

 chapt. 6 says he saw the Lord, and immediately 
confessed his sin “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD Almighty.” 

 then he said “Here I am, send me” 
 

c. Zacchaeus: made things right 

 today I will repay everyone I have cheated… 
 

d. Adulterous woman:  changed her lifestyle 
She saw Jesus (God), found mercy and love, and then was told 
to “go and sin no more” 

 We must never desire experience. We must desire the 
heart of God himself. 



 Jesus‟ words to this lady was about lifestyle choices…choosing 
pleasure over God; choosing quick fixes over enduring our 
problems; choosing hurtful living over that which brings life 

 

 Funny thing: we have a problem modern day: we don‟t hear 
these words very often “go and sin no more!” We want freedom to 
do as we desire!  

o “Everybody‟s doing it” I was told by a teenage girl about her 
having sex. “Pastor Peter, nobody is staying pure!” 

o “Everybody does it” said a man who lies a „little bit‟ every 
now and then depending on the situation. “I mean, 
sometimes you just got to!” he said 

o When we hear these words spoken (except by Jesus) the 
next words the come out are “don‟t you judge me” 

 This lady was told to look in the mirror to see God in her life…stop 
doing sinful things. See, behavior matters to God! 

 To be holy means we must change the reflection that we see in 
the mirror 

 My friends, we need to stop choosing sin! 

 These and others could say „they saw God‟ and their lives 
changed. Are there practical guidelines for our holiness?  

 
Holiness is seeing God and responding to Him 
 

“Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no 
one will see the Lord”        
                        Hebrews 12:14, New American 

 Standard Bible 
 
“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.‟              
    Hebrews 12:14, NIV 

 
Pursue: the biblical word means to pursue with all haste ("chasing" after), 
earnestly desiring to overtake (to apprehend, to run after, to chase). 
 
 So translations say „make every effort‟ „try to‟ (not a good rendering), 
„follow after‟, „strive for peace‟, „pursue‟ 



 The idea of going after something with the intent of catching it; 
a child running after a butterfly, the police speeding after a bank 
robber,  

 The idea is that we are to chase after God not just to „see‟ him 
but to get him. So what are the instructions? Go after 2 things: 
peace and holiness (another way of saying “Love God” and 
“love people”?) 

 
Peace: harmony and tranquility in our relationships with ALL people (not 
just Christians and nice ones!) 

 Nothing unresolved, no conflicts, all is good! 
 
Holiness: a state of rightness with God or sharing his character 
 
   God is: 

Eternal - has always existed, exists now, and will 
always exist. 

Creator - nothing exists that is not created by him. 
Powerful - no limit to his power. 
Truth - his word stands always, unchanging, reliably true. 
Present - everywhere, at all times. 
Pure - without fault / wrongdoing, perfect, unique, 

   different, righteous, good 
 

 When we reject desires, attitudes, or actions that are sinful and 
choose those that are in harmony with God‟s word, we share in God‟s 
holiness 

 We must aggressively pursue sharing in God‟s separateness from sin 
and his purity, righteousness and goodness 

 
Listen to what the Apostle Paul says: 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.”        -Rom. 12:18, NIV 
 

And the words of Jesus: 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called sons 
of God.”     -Mt. 5:8-9, NASB 
 



Revelation portrays holy people who get to see God 
“And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb,  in the midst of 
the street thereof. And on this side of the river and on that was the 
tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.  And there shall be no curse any more: and the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his servants shall serve 
him; and they shall see his face; and his name shall be on their 
foreheads.”     -Rev. 22:1-4, ASV 

 
Holiness and Seeing the Lord 
 
Q: I don‟t experience God like you do or I used to! 
 Ans: How are you living your life? Are you being 

  holy?  
      Do a life inventory! (quietly with God) 

 What are you reflecting on lately? Worldy stuff or God stuff?  

 How much peace do you have? What is the cause—you or 
others? If others, your response is what matters!! 

 What is the object of your thoughts lately? What has been 
„driving‟ you?  
Has your pursuit been for recognition? Or money? Or simple 
survival? Those who „pursue‟ peace and holiness find / literally 
„see‟ God 

 

 Confess unrighteous things you see / find and take a step 
toward God! 
 

Holiness is a decision we make 
 
a. People that seem to be „holy‟ ARE!  

 They have been with God, spent time with Him in His words the 
Bible, they have talked with Him in prayer, through this they 
have laid their lives down before Him…and then you and I see 
a person that causes us to say, “Wow, something is different 
about John…I want to be like him!” 

 



b. Holiness takes effort, pursuit, purpose, desire, time, confession, 
consideration, thoughtfulness, decision making, prioritizing, 
selflessness, dedication, determination…every single day we are 
alive! It never stops.  

 
c. So the writer of Hebrews says, “pursue peace and holiness…”. 

Today. Forget about tomorrow. Actually, tomorrow may never 
come. It isn‟t even promised to you or to me. 

  
Ending: Moses didn‟t know his face was shining…those around him saw it 
first. We need each other in community, to encourage each other in our 
faith walk. Find a friend to help you see God today! 


