
Series: Amazing Grace 

Week 5: God’s Grace is Not Cheap! Pastor Peter Smith 

 

Today is week 5 in our series on Amazing Grace. For our series we 
said Grace: is not getting what we deserve (instead of judgment we 
find mercy) from God because He loves us. 
 
Have you ever  
 
How great / valuable is Salvation to 
 

The Motivation of God 

 “But God has shown us how much he loves us—it was while we 
were still sinners that Christ died for us!” -Rom. 8:6, GNT 
 

The Cost to God 

 “(Jesus)…being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
        -Philippians 2:6-8 

 
God’s  Promise of Eternity 

 “Jesus then said, “I am the one who raises the dead to life! 
Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they die. And 
everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die.” 
         -John 11:25-26, 
CEV 
 

So, how do we keep this idea of ‘Greatness’ / ‘Value’ of Grace in our 

life, in our faith?  

 We have to remember the cost to be saved  

Question: what does it take to be saved? 

 Belief? John 3:16 

 Repentance? Mark 1:15. Jesus said, 

 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent and believe the good news!”    NIV 



 

“He said, “The time has come, and God’s kingdom is near. Change 

the way you think and act, and believe the Good News.”      

       NLT 

 

 Obedience? 

“If you love me you will obey my commands.” 

 

 All the above? 

 

Question: "So what is cheap grace?" What takes the value away from 

this word, from our salvation? 

 

           Answer: saying there is no cost to being a  

       Christian.  

 

For example: Just believe! 

 Forgiveness without repentance 

 Baptism without instruction 

 Forgiveness without commitment to Jesus 

 

Another way of saying it: Cheap Grace is having all the benefits of 

Christianity (friend of God, blessings, healing, eternal life) without the 

costs involved. Therefore, we describe it as cheap. 

 

Some make the mistake of being ‘sinning Christians’ 

 If I sin, I get forgiveness. No big deal! 

 How cheap is that?! 

 Where I great up, party on Sat, forgiveness on Sunday! 

Hmmmm 

 Cheapness takes away the power, the commitment, the 

value.  

 Bible says it like this: 



“But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…. What 

shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 

increase?  By no means! We are those who have died to 

sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don’t you know that all 

of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism 

into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

                 -Romans 5:20, 6:1-4 

 

PS: There ARE rules to follow; there are things we need to say 

‘NO’ to as a Christian.  

What does ‘Savior’ mean? (Used about 2 dozen times in NT)  

What does “Lord” mean? (Used hundreds of times in the Bible connected 

to Jesus!) 

 God is interested in this being the key word we think of with Jesus 

 God expects us to live differently after being saved 

 He can only be Lord if we ask Him to be! 

So what is needed to be called a Disciple (of Jesus)? 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these 
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.”  
        -Mt. 28:19-20 
 

What’s needed to be a Disciple?  
a. Repentance (assumes faith)  

 Repentance is saying “No, I quit / stop because I 

believe” and 

 

b. Obedience 

 Obedience is saying “I choose to follow you” 

 



c. What about “Saying the Prayer?” 

 

Illustration:  
I have always wanted to be a Boyscout. So I bought a Knife! You see, 
Boyscouts have knives. Therefore I am a Boyscout! Wrong! You 
have to follow their rules, participate in their program, learn their 
ways, advance after you have learned…. 

 
There are Steps to Discipleship 

1. We begin by faith 
2. We are grow in faith 
3. We get ALL of Jesus at Salvation. He gets ALL of us as we grow 

in him! 
 
How to get rid of Cheap Grace in my life: 

1. Get real with God (Confession) 
 

2. Evaluate my level of commitment (moral inventory) 
 

3. Get on track today (Repent!) Repentance is for Xians, too! 

 I have a membership for Preston Gym. I pay for it, I have the 
key for the door. I just can’t get motivated. I consider the cost 
and I am not yet committed to the cost of getting up early 
and sweating! 

 
 
Application: What area/s of my life need salvation? 
 
Thought life _____      Sex life _____       Finances _____     Family           

_____   Prayer  _____   My life      _____ 

This week I will surrender _____________________ to God and not 

live in sin. 


