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If I be lifted up… 

“If I am lifted up above the earth, I will make everyone want to come 
to me.”-John 12:32, Contemporary English Version 

 
What got lifted up this past week? 

 US strikes on ISIS in Iraq 

 Burger King brings back Chicken Fries 

 Ninja Turtles was #1 at the Box Office 

 The death of Robin Williams 

 Who lifted up / exalted Jesus?! 
 

Lifted Up… 

 To exalt, call attention to 

 To magnify, brag about 

 Jesus was talking about his death on the cross…he implied: “If you 
talk about me, highlight me, I will call your loved ones to myself!” 

 Is anybody lifting up Jesus? 

 Did you last week? (on Screen) 
 

  Where do we find God? 
o He inhabits the praises of His people 

“But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” 
       -Psalm 22:3, NKJV 
 

o He dwells with believers 
“Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am 
there with you.”     -Mt. 18:20, CEV 

 

We have to fight the urge, the temptation to exalt: 

 Celebrities, self, creation, pets, animals, money, stuff, 
problems, quarrels, disagreements, hurts, hangups, drama, 
breakups, etc. etc. etc 

 

What does this have to do with a ‘Wall’ around our lives? 
o We will either add to God‟s foundation or take away from it 

 

Laying a Good foundation… 
 



“Using the gift that God gave me, I did the work of an expert builder 
and laid the foundation, and someone else is building on it. But each 
of you must be careful how you build.  For God has already placed 
Jesus Christ as the one and only foundation, and no other foundation 
can be laid.”     -1 Corinthians 3:10-11, Good News Translation 

 

So, if: 

 Jesus draws people when He is lifted up; and if 

 God is with His people; then 

 His wall of protection is strengthened by us. 

 What are you and I adding to the foundation? 
 

1. Teaching Spiritual Truth (children, family, friends) 
 

Only one way to be saved: Jesus only 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”    

      -Acts 4:12, NIV 

      Saved by grace not works: Sorry, good people don‟t make it! 
“For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. It 
is not the result of your own efforts, but God's gift, so that no one 
can boast about it.”     -Eph. 2:8-9, GNT 

 

 If you think you are a Christian because of how nice you are, 
how much you give, or simply because of „You‟ then you are 
being misled by the devil! 
 

2. Modeling Truth 
 

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 
-1 Cor. 11:1, NIV 

 

Strength & protection comes through Gathering (not being 
separated) 

 We need to encourage people to gather, not stay away 

 We need to resolve „stuff‟ that keeps people away 

 We need to tell how we are strengthened when we gather  
 

3. (We must) Stop enabling each other bad behavior that destroys 
God‟s walls! 
 



“We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ.”   -2 Cor. 10:5, NIV 
 

 Our friends do destructive things and we look the other way 

 We do destructive things and our friends look the other way 
     STOP!  

1. “Oh, you don‟t have enough money for rent. You poor thing. 
Your cable bill costs 20% of your Soc Sec income. Here is 
some money to help you!” (if we enable, they may miss 
learning that God is their wall as Provider) 
 

2. “Poor sweet Gail, she really is out of control. But her 
medicine has so many side effects. Just stop taking your 
meds and we will all just encourage you in your weirdness!” 
(if we enable, they miss learning that God is their wall as 
Healer) 

 

3. “There, there. I know you are an alcoholic spending all your 
money on your drinking. Let me pay for your rent and your 
food and gas in your car, and here is $20 in cash because I 
know you just can‟t help yourself!” (if we enable, they may 
miss learning that God is their wall as Deliverer) 

 

 When we enable we help tear down the walls that God puts 
around other’s lives. Stop it! 

 

4. Live a Crucified Life 
 

“Summoning the crowd along with His disciples, He said to 
them, "If anyone wants to be My follower, he must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me and 
the gospel will save it.”      -Mark 8:34-35 

 

  Illustration of Self vs. Jesus on Throne / chair of life 
 
“And those who are Christ‟s have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.”      -Galatians 5:24 

 


