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What’s Under the Tree 
Week 3, All Shook Up 12-11-16 

 
Luke 6:27-38 (ESV)  
 
[32] “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them.  [33] And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same.  [34] And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same 
amount.  [35] But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.  [36] Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful.  
 
[37] “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not 
be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; [38] give, and it will be 
given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 
 
Refining the Golden Rule (vss. 37-38) 
 
1. Judgment leads to a great return 
 

verse 37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged” 
 
Jesus is teaching about love and how to apply it to our enemies. A perfect 
time of the year for us to hear about love, forgiveness, mercy…not getting 
what we deserve! It’s Christmas!! 
Jesus says His ways are higher than ours, so he teaches: 
 

verse 28 it says, “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you.” 

 

 It’s ok to make judgments. Every day. Just not in regards to people 
and writing them off! 
 

 Why? God hasn’t done this to you, or me 
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 Love your enemies, treat them kindly, show them God 
Give people the benefit of the doubt! 
 
2. Don’t give prison sentences 
 

Vs 37 continues: “condemn not, and you will not be condemned” 
 

 Jesus’ style of preaching is to say something, and then say it again 
with intensity: judge not…condemn not! 

 His 2nd point goes further. Judges don’t just make an observation 
(judgment) but also give sentences 

 Since God hasn’t done this to us, we shouldn’t write people off either. 
Remember, we are to be like Him, to love like Him! 
 

 
Jesus moves to the two positive commands, hopefully you can see a 
progression: 
 
3. Be full of mercy (desire the highest good for our enemies, those we 
don’t get along with) 
 

Verse 37:  “forgive, and you will be forgiven” 
 
How can we as disciples continually practice forgiveness?  
 

 Through experience (Remember how much has he forgave you?) 

 It means we don’t keep a record of wrongs. If you are, give it to God 
today. In the famous words of Queen Elsa, “Let it go!” 

 Practice, practice, and more practice! 
 
Listen to the words of Jesus: 

Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, 
and if he repents, forgive him,  [4] and if he sins against you 
seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I 
repent,’ you must forgive him.”         Luke 17:3-4 (ESV)  

 
 
So: Do not judge, do not condemn, forgive: 

 These aren’t just matters of the heart but of our will 
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 Decisions that, with God’s help, all disciples can do 
 
This leads us to how we are to give 
4. Give based on grace instead of greed 
       

Verse 38 “give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with 
the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

 
A principle from life / the Bible is this: What goes around comes around! 

 The same measure / amount we give, it comes back to us 

 Every area of life: if you are kind, chances are people are kind to you 

 If you smile, people smile back at you 

 Same is true for forgiveness, friendship, gossip, envy even our 
money.  

 If I’m stingy, it comes back to me less; If I’m generous, like God, it 
comes back abundantly  

 

 Jewish men wore a long robe or tunic. It could be pulled up to form a 
pocket. Merchants would tap a bowl to get a full measurement in it 
 

 Then you could carry flour / wheat home in it. Hence, shall men give 
into your lap (today, pocket!) 
 

 Consider today how you have been giving. Are your motives clear? 
Are you giving through the lense or filter of grace? Are you giving 
outside your family’s needs? 

 
Let God’s love go forth to our enemies and everyone we meet, and expect 
God to honor His principle of love and provision in our lives this week. 

 
This Week: 
  

This Week: Give a meal blessing and holiday hope 
 

 Hand out CRMS backpack food menu items needed 

 Hand out invite cards 
 

Let’s pray 


