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Welcome to Week 2 of our Message Series: Finding God’s Plans for 
My Life. How do we follow God in different areas of our lives so we 
can be faithful in all our ways? Today we are considering God’s plan 
for our careers. 
 
Career vs. A Job 
We think of career as a „lifelong‟ dream or goal 

 “What do you want to be when you grow up?” 

 We think in terms of advancement 

 With a career people develop themselves, not just 

 Skills, over their lifetime 
 
A job is simply something you do to make money 

 Not permanent, no advancement 
 
So is God concerned about our Career choices? Does He have a 
‘plan’ for us? 

 Bible doesn‟t specify what kind of career anyone should have (be 
a teacher vs. a social worker) 

 But it does give advice on decision making and involving God with 
our lives 
 

 Remember what God says in Jer. 29: 
“I know the plans that I have for you, declares theLORD. They are 
plans for peace and not disaster, plans to give you a future filled 
with hope.”   GW translation 
 
He does have plans for our lives, so we should seek His input for 
our careers…and even our jobs! 

 
Finding God’s plans for my career 
 
1. Submit to God 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding; 



in all your ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight.”  -Prov. 3:5-6, NIV 

 
a. This applies to every area of life…we could use the word 

„surrender‟ in place of submit 
 

b. Are your plans really God‟s plans for your life? 
Have you stopped to consider this? 
Does God want you „here‟ but you want to be „there‟? For a 
season? 
 

c. Remember, self-fulfillment is not our goal—pleasing the Lord is. 
But remember: 

 If I am living for God then I will be fulfilled, satisfied (Bible ?) 
 

d. Be faithful no matter what kind of job you have 

 God rewards faithfulness 

 Even at „dead end‟ jobs 
 
So find God’s plans for my career I must submit my life to God, Then I 
should 
2. Ask Him! [for direction] 
 

'Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.'-Jeremiah 33:3, NASB 
 

    Honestly, sometimes we don‟t start with God!! 
   Ask Him: 

  “God, is this a good direction for me to go in?” 

 “God, what is the best way I can serve you with my 
dreams?” 

 “God, where are you leading me now?” 

 “God, I feel restless at work. Do you have something new for 
me?” 

     
       What does He promise to do? Show us things we 
              don‟t know! 

Key point: If you are married, seek counsel from your 
                 spouse about changes!! 



3. Follow my heart 

 How has God made you, wired you? Follow that for God‟s glory 
Peter writes,  
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God‟s grace in its various forms.”   -
1 Peter 4:10, NIV 
 

 What is your spiritual gift? Ask others!! 
 

 Are you a caring person (we should all be but some more than 
others), then consider Social Work or Counseling 

 

 Are  you analytical? Consider media, communication… 
God has made you unique….follow what‟s in your heart 

 Do you have a dream? A goal? (FCOG and me) 
 

4. Be flexible, ready to change direction 
a. Whether your young OR old, God leads all of us into new 

adventures 
Paul‟s 2nd Missionary Trip…it‟s ok to make plans! We all have to 
start somewhere…. 
“Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia and 
Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia at that time. Then 
coming to the borders of Mysia, they headed north for the province 
of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to go 
there. So instead, they went on through Mysia to the seaport of 
Troas.                 -Acts 16:6-8, New Living Translation 

 

 God was changing plans for Paul and his companions! 

 There were obviously praying and discerning along the way 

 How open are we, as we make plans for our career, to be willing 
change course as we feel led by God? 

 
5. Remember, Attitude matters to God! 

“Do your work willingly, as though you were serving the Lord himself, 
and not just your earthly master. In fact, the Lord Christ is the one 
you are really serving, and you know that he will reward you.”   

 -Colossians 3:23-24, CEV 



 
Whether I‟m in a „dead end job‟ or my perfect career, how do I treat others 
every day at work? 
 
Am I giving 100%? 
 
Am I praying for my co-workers, supervisors, and others? 
 
Is my current job viewed as ministry? 
 
As we submit ourselves to God, to the „bigger picture‟ of life, we will receive 
direction, satisfaction in our work. 


