
Week 3: God’s People are Holy 
Pastor Peter Smith, Exciting FCOG 

 
 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God‟s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.”         -1 Peter 2:9-10 
 

1. God is Holy  

 He is mysterious, set apart, different 
 

How mysterious is He to you? You can‟t figure Him out: where 
did He come from? He always was / is! 
 
Churches are mysterious: people, almost everyone, consider 
churches, mosques or synagogues different, other 
worldy…mysterious, so they respect them. 

Very short story about donut wheels in grass. Point: 
you don’t do that to a  
church! 
 
OT: Temple, rituals, robes, incense, sacrifices 
 

   We say Bibles are holy, mysterious, special 
 

 He is alive, real, as opposed to made by human hands 
 

We all know the difference 
 

 God alone is the Creator (problem with our schools is we learn 
that He is not!!) 

 

 He reserves the right speak into our lives 
 

2. God describes me as holy  

 Since I have been chosen (Once you were not God‟s people, 
now you are His people) 

 



 Since I belong to God 
 

 I should resemble my father 
 

3. God says, “It’s up to me…BE holy!” 
 

“BE holy, because I am holy.” -1 Peter 1:16 
 

 Video illustration: electrostatic generator 
 
Question: is it easy or hard to change our behavior?      
Answer: hard! 
        But with God‟s help we can change! 
 
“Jesus looked at them and said, “This is something that people 
cannot do. But God can do anything.” -Matthew 19:26 

 
Let God influence you 
 
His Promise is this: “Come near to me and I will come near 
to you!” 

 Search for Him in the Bible 
 

 Pray without ceasing…but listen, too! 
 

 Be part of our Bible study 
 

 Remember: being holy is an act of my will: laying 
down my life and picking up God‟s…in the daily choices I 
make 

 

 Be Holy! 
 
   *Important: Choose what you remember! 

 Forget the times of failure, celebrate the victories! 
 

 Stop talking about „messing up‟! We all do. This shouldn‟t be 
our focus (negative, from the devil) 

 



 Instead, let‟s focus on positive things we are doing for God 
 

4. Will I say “Yes” or “No” this week? 
 
Holiness is a matter of WHO do I belong to! 
 
“Surrender to God! Resist the devil, and he will run from you.”  

-James 4:7 
 

 BE different than everybody else (Don‟t be part of the 
crowd) 
Learn to say “NO!” 
 

 BE loving, kind, respectful, compassionate 
 

 BE forgiving,  
 

 BE the people of God 
 
Pray to God for change 
 
Stop trying too hard to please God with rules and search for Him. He 
will be found in your heart, your thoughts, your life if you do this. And 
you will be more holy than ever before. 


