
We Believe…in a World to Come 
Week 9, Pastor Peter Smith 8-21-16 

 
Recap / Intro 
 
Would you agree Hope matters? 

 People ‘hope’ they will find someone to love 

 Parents ‘hope’ their kids will do well in life 

 Students ‘hope’ they will one-day finish school 

 Seniors ‘hope’ for good health later in life 

 they We ‘hope’ that our job continues, our health care remains, our 
sobriety lasts 

 Hope gives us something to hold onto in life, and all of these things 
are good, but is there something better? 

 What kind of hope do you have and are you living for it today? Listen 
to what the Bible says: 

 

“And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied 

than anyone in the world. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the 

dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 

So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now 

the resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. Just 

as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who 

belongs to Christ will be given new life.” 

      -1 Corinthians 15:19-22, NLT 

Christianity is about Hope: 

 We hope that God will save us from the penalty of our sin---so we 
hope that we are forgiven 

 If we are forgiven we hope that eternity will be ours, that Heaven 
awaits us. Its’ about our final destination 

 This kind of hope helps shape our life as believers 
 
Big Question is this: What are you living for today? Is it ‘good’ hope which 
lasts for awhile or for eternal life kind-of-hope which lasts forever? Is your 
hope in ‘the world to come’ being offered to your loved ones? 
 



Today, consider the closing words of the Nicene Creed with me. In fact, 
let’s read it together. It will be on the screen. 
 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. 
 

This is ‘Part 2’ of this message on Forever / Eternal Things (part 1 
notes are on our website). Christianity teaches a future resurrection, a 
return to life for all who have accepted Jesus as their Savior. Couple of 
points on the Resurrection: 

 It is not resuscitation 
To resurrect does not mean to resuscitate 
 
To resuscitate means to bring back to life, but that person will die 
again 
 

 It is Transformation (of our earthly bodies) 
To resurrect means to return to life but with a transformed body that 
will never die, get sick, or feel tired ever!   
 
And this resurrected body will be ready for ‘The life of the world to 
come’.  Heaven.  

 
When’s the last time you thought about Heaven? Ever wonder what it will 
be like? Where it is? Who goes there? What we do there?  
 
Our Small groups have been studying this topic during the Summer and it 
has been eye opening for me personally.  
 
Here are some thoughts on Heaven and the life of the world to come: 
 

1. When I think of Heaven I should think of God 

 His dwelling place, where He is worshipped, where He rules 
over all  

 We think of it as ‘somewhere else’, ‘up there’, far away 

 It’s a perfect place, reserved for His people 
 

2. In Heaven God’s people live with Him forever  
 



“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I 

saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.   

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 

dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 

them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 

be their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 

no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.” 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 

new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.”       -Revelation 21:1-5, NIV 

 

 When we die, a separation occurs: our  spiritual body from 
our physical body; the inner part of us, our spirit, goes to 
‘heaven’ to be with God immediately 

 Later, we receive our ‘resurrected’ body, our physical 
changed into a body that will never die, reunited with our 
spirits 
 

3. There will be a future judgment for everybody 

 We Read this together today. Sheep & Goats 

 Everyone gives an account for their life 

 Believers, who have rec’d forgiveness through Jesus, live 
with him forever with rewards 

 Unbelievers are separated from Him and live forever, 
tormented, with no relief 

 How long is forever? Never ending… 
 

4. There will be a New Earth and a New Heaven  
Again, Revelation says, 
“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God…” 



 Our future home ‘in heaven’ will actually be on a New earth 

 Remember, Heaven is where God dwells 

 God will be present with us, we will know Him and He us, 
forever 

 We will have culture, work, relationships, responsibilities; 
there will be no more killing, no sin related problems, no 
more death! 
 

5. Faithfulness in this life will be rewarded in Heaven 

 The NT references rewards that await people who have 
been faithful here: loving, serving, being ‘2nd’ and God ‘1st’ 

 The Bible isn’t real clear what these will be, other than 
eternal life itself, but it seems there are levels of 
responsibilities we receive based on our faithfulness here 

 
With this small ‘glimpse’ of Heaven, we need to consider what our 
response should be: 

 In regards to a Final Judgment and 

 Where we spend our ‘forever’, our eternity 

 If you belong to God through faith in Jesus, does your life reflect 
this relationship now? 

 Who do we know that needs this great salvation?  
 
My Next Step: 
 
I will consider what kind of hope I am living for—for this world only or for 
eternity—and live for this hope. I will also think of who I can pray for and 
invite to believe.  

 


