
Tear down those Walls!  08-31-14 
 
Week 5 in our series: Be the Wall 
 
“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his 
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create 
in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one 
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit.”       
      -Ephesians 2:14-18, NIV 
 
The wall of Sin  

1. We all have sinned—therefore all of us have been separated from 

God 

2. Jesus tore down the wall (of sin) that separated us from God 

3. One of the effects of sin is that it separates us from each other: 

 Classes of people (rich / poor, somebody / nobody) 

 Ethnic heritage (racial divide, prejudice, inequities) 

 Religious affiliation (Bible: Jews and Gentiles; Today: many 

religions; Christianity: many denominations) 

4. Bible declares Jesus tore down the wall between races through 

his death on the cross 

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and 

has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting 

aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations.”  

      -Vs. 14 

5. What was the wall he tore down? 

 A spiritual wall of prejudice (we are God‟s people you are not!) 

 A wall of hatred (we are righteous, you are not, therefore you are 
a lower class of people) 

 We have God‟s ways / Moses‟ teachings and they are really for 
us! (Jews speaking to Gentiles) 

 
What was the real purpose of the law (teachings) of Moses? 



 To show us, reveal to us, sin / our sin 

 A measuring stick, a mirror 

 A way to be justified / made right before God  
(since people had sinned, what „makes them right‟ before God? 
Keeping God‟s laws / commandments) 

 The Jews were supposed to share Moses‟ laws / teachings with 
everyone so they could know God too! 

 What makes us „right‟ or justified now? Not following Moses‟ laws but 
accepting or believing to be true what Jesus did on the cross 

 Through the death of Jesus God makes us new: 
 

“His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the 
two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.”  
     -Eph. 2:15-16, NIV 

 
What great thing did God do through Jesus Death?  
 

1. He made a „new‟ people (for Himself) 
 
God‟s new family 
 
We became his children 

“He came to the world that was his own. And his own people 
did not accept him.  But some people did accept him. They 
believed in him, and he gave them the right to become children 
of God. They became God‟s children, but not in the way babies 
are usually born. It was not because of any human desire or 
plan. They were born from God himself.”   

-John 1:11-13, ERV 
 

We are now brothers and sisters 

 This expression is used continuously in the NT when bible 
writers speak to believers / followers of Jesus 

 
No lines of separation: equality for all 

“There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and 
female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  

-Galatians 3:28, NLT 



2. This family is made up of new / changed people 
“We are careful not to judge people by what they seem to be, though 
we once judged Christ in that way. This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun!”   -2 Cor. 5:16-17, CEV, NLT 
 

 New because of forgiveness 

 No history, nothing being held over your head, no animosity 
because of previous behavior towards God…viewed by God 
as entirely new! Changed!  
 

3. (Like the Jews,) we become ambassadors for Jesus 
         We bring Jesus to our world 
 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”     
      -Mt. 5:16, NIV 

 through our witnessing 

 through our new / changed lifestyle—we love instead of hate; 
we ask God to bless instead of desiring judgment and 
damnation; we pray for others to be saved like we have been 

 
We make disciples  

 Called the „Great Commission”  
 

“Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to do everything I have told you.” 

-Mt. 28:19-20, CEV 
Tearing down walls 

1. Where separation exists: 

 Between churches (we are right, you are wrong) 
Negotiables, non-negotiables (manner of baptism) We‟ve got 
the Spirit, you guys don‟t! 

 Between classes (social / economic, rich / poor) 
Do all your friends look like you? Hmmmm! 

 Between ethnic groups 
How do you speak about other ethnic groups? Do you tell jokes 
about them? Do you „hush‟ your words when referencing a 



person of color? These sins are not appropriate and we need to 
call people out when they participate in this behavior! 
 

2. When tradition matters more than truth 

 In families (“Well pop pop always said…..”) 

 In churches (dress codes, holiness practices, etc)  

 In our community (good ole boy mentality: “My kids can drink / 
smoke / have sex as long as they are at MY house!”) 

 We need to speak up and defend truth: Remember: Your 
opinion counts 

 
3. Where there are cycles 

 Poverty (hire a person, don‟t give money! Food pantry: hand up 
not hand out—purchase food pantry cards for someone else; 
bring them to the Clothing Center…) 

 Oppression (fatherless children: pray, mentor, get involved) 

 Physical abuse (commit to journey with a friend as they leave 
an abusive relationship…) 

 Babies having babies (Who will talk with teens about their 
sexuality? Who will mentor a child through these tough years?) 
 

4. Our motive should be: “Freely you have received, freely give”  
Adopt a new vocabulary: “I will” 

 “I will” be part of tearing down walls when I see them 

 “I will” get involved in a ministry that serves others 

 “I will” stop laughing at ethnic jokes 

 “I will” commit to furthering the Gospel of Jesus 


