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“But you are God‟s chosen and special people. You are a group 
of royal priests and a holy nation. God has brought you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. Now you must tell all the 
wonderful things that he has done. The Scriptures say, 

“Once you were nobody. Now you are God‟s people. 
 At one time no one had pity on you. Now God has 
 treated you with kindness.” -1 Peter 2:9-10, CEV 

 

The question I want you to consider for the next 
couple of Sundays is this: What defines me? 

 At the end of the day, who am I really? 

 Deep down inside, past the smiles, the clothes, the 
facebook pictures, what determines the real me? 

 If you have received Jesus as your Savior, are you 
learning more about who HE says you are in place of 
what the WORLD says you are? 

 

Illustrations: 

 Tag football game. 2 team captains. Who gets picked 
1

st
? Better kids. Bigger kids. Faster kids. It depends 

on what you can offer. 
 

 How does God pick us / choose us? How does he 
determine that?  
 

“People judge others by what they look like, but I judge 
people by what is in their hearts.”  -1 Samuel 16:7, CEV 
 

Answer: not according to the „outside‟ of our lives or 
what we look like, have to offer. He looks on the 



inside and sees us made in His image so He loves us 
for who we are. 
 

Truth from Peter’s letter to us today 
A. We have been chosen because we are loved.  

 

Why would God choose us, pick us to have a relationship 
with?  Ans: because of his great love towards us 
 

“God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have 
eternal life and never really die. God sent his Son into the 
world. He did not send him to judge the world guilty, but to 
save the world through him.”  -John 3:16-17 

 

 He created us in His image so we could know Him 

 He designed a plan to bring us to Himself 

 He didn‟t pick angels to have a relationship, or 
animals, or the stars and planets (things) but he came 
after US / You and I! He‟s crazy about you! 

 

B. We are chosen because we are desired. 
  

“The Son of Man came to find lost people and save  
 them.”      -Luke 19:10 
 

How does it feel to know God wants to have a 
relationship / friendship with you? 
 

That He wants to help you with your life? To be called 
your friend? 
 

Jesus was called “Friend of Sinners”. Do you 
know why?  



Answer: He hung out with people to show them 
God‟s love and His love. He desired them, chose 
them to be with him. 
 

C. Because I have been chosen: 
I am accepted (Made complete) 

 God accepts all believers in Christ through the 
death of Jesus 

 

“By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And 
now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at 
peace with God.”    -Roman 5:1, CEV 
 

 Bible truth is this: we were separated from God 
and his anger towards sin must be taken care of 
 

“Your sins are the roadblock between you and your 
God.That‟s why he doesn‟t answer your prayers or let 
you see his face.”    -Isaiah 59:2, CEV 

 

Picture of Hand on world 
 

 He put his anger on Jesus, instead of us, which 
means in this relationship we do not fear God or 
the penalty of sin.  Therefore, God accepts us! 

 

      This has great meaning to every Christian: 

 If you‟re an outcast, he accepts you 

 If you have been shunned, he accepts you 

 If you have chronic problems in life, he accepts 
you! 

 

(Because I have been chosen…) 
I have a new Identity: I belong to God!  

“Once you were…now you are” 



 

1. Through faith in Jesus I am his son or daughter. 
2. We don‟t have to prove ourselves to anybody! 
3. I do not have to live in fear of God‟s anger. 
4. I can pray to Him and He will listen and answer 

me. 
5. He will protect me since I am His child. 

 

 [Because I have been chosen]  
         God has the right to tell me how to live. 
 

 “You surely know that your body is a temple where the Holy 
Spirit lives. The Spirit is in you and is a gift from God. You 
are no longer your own. God paid a great price for you. So 
use your body to honor God.”  -1 Cor. 6:19-20 
 

 I am to stop a lifestyle of sin 

 I am to yield my life to God 

 I am to use self-control 

 Basically, I am to surrender my life to Him 

 It comes down to who I think I am, what my 
identity really is. Do I consider myself different? 
Forgiven? Not labeled anymore? 

 
So what defines you today? 

 The car you drive? 

 How much you weigh? 

 The things you are involved in for God? 

 Maybe even the negative things in your life? 
 

Play Video 
 



Have you told Jesus you believe in Him to be your Savior? 
Have you accepted Him into your life as your Savior?  
If not, would you like to do that today?   
 
Let‟s ask God to reveal our true identity today. Pray. 


