
Scar Wars 
Week 4: Scars of Love: Learning to Love Again 

Pastor Peter Smith, 04-10-16 
 
Name a song with Love in the Title: 

 All you need is love (Beatles) 

 What‟s Love got to do with it?  (Tina Turner) 

 Oldie: Why do fools fall in love?   (Frankie Lymon  
                   and the Teenagers) 

 Rihanna:  We found Love 

 Classic: Whitney Houston I will always Love You 
 

What happens when love dies? In our relationships: 

 Friendships 

 Work (co-workers, boss, employees) 

 Family relationships 

 Marriage relationships….. 

 It leads to wounds that run deep, and scars that often become visible 
to everyone! 
 

God lifts up a standard of love.  
Do you know what that is? 

 
Three main words for Love: 

1. Eros (romantic / attraction love) Not in NT 
a. Focused on the most in media and our culture (?) 
b. It‟s emotional / attractional (for guys and girls) 
c. It‟s self-satisfying: 

 Something in the other person pleases you (I like his 
smile, her shape, his hair….lol) 

 If this characteristic leaves / changes, the love leaves, 
too (I don‟t love you anymore!) 

 Eros looks for what it can receive. If it does give, it 
gives in order to receive.  
 

d. Usually what brings us together in our romantic relationships 
 

2. Phileo (friendship / brotherly love) less than 30x in NT 
a. It‟s companionship, having common interests 



b. It‟s affection, fondness or liking 
c. It responds to the qualities in others 
d. It does have feelings, but more the word „like‟, „contented‟, 

instead of „aroused‟ like eros 
e. Loss of friendship in marriages often leads people to separate 

after years of being together… 
 
 A better way:  
3. Agape (God’s love / Sacrificial love) over 200x in NT depending on 
translation 

 
a. Outside the Bible, giving all your love to another. When 

parents giving all of their love to their only child 
 

b. It‟s not based on what it can get or someone else‟s worth 
 

c. It is unconditional. So it keeps on loving when a person is 
unresponsive, unkind, unlovable and unworthy (God‟s 
love towards us!!!) 

 
d. It is what God wants us to move towards in our human 

relationships 

 Love God with all…Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself 

 Agape God….Agape your neighbor 

 It‟s what we are trying to do here at FCOG 
 
Learning to Love God’s Way 
 

“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or 
rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps 
no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but 
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never 
loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance….love will last forever!”  

- 1 Corinthians 13:4–8a (NLT) 
 
“Agape is patient and kind. Agape is not jealous or boastful or 
proud or rude. Agape does not demand its own way. Agape is not 
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. Agape does not 



rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins 
out. Agpae never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance….agape will last forever!”     

 
1. True Love: gives up the right to retaliate 
 

“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or 
rude.” 
 
Listen to the Bible definition of the word used for Patient: long-
tempered (to defer anger), refusing to retaliate with anger, because 
of human reasoning 

 I always think in terms of warm fuzzies! 
Love is patient and kind….! 

 It‟s choosing not to act out badly, recognizing we are ALL 
imperfect! 
 

Question: Do the people I love see me holding back 
                  my anger towards them? 

 
2. True love: it’s more about how my actions (agape) than my feelings 
(eros / phileo) 
 

“(Love) does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps 
no record of being wronged.” 
 

 All these words are choices 
 

 Principle: feelings follow actions!! 
Action: I will start showing my love where relationships are strained 
or broken 

 

 Where there is pressure, love is lacking! 
1. Purchasing a car, appliance, a house 
2. In relationships: “If you love me you will _____________” 
3. Advice: Run away!!! 

 
3. True love: is hopeful, never failing 
 



“Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance.” 

-New Living Translation 
 

“Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, But keeps going to the end.”    

-The Message 
 
   Loving relationships should think: 

a. We can make it 
b. We will not stop trusting God 
c. (No matter the circumstances) Something will work  
    out for us. This is Hope! 
d. This, too, will pass…God is for us not against us! 

 
Final thoughts: 

1. Obviously, it takes 2 to love. Don‟t feel guilty if love has grown cold 
or has left your relationship. 
 

2. God offers new beginnings, new relationships, new hope 
 

3. Find your place in God‟s heart as you heal 
 

4. When starting over, follow God‟s way: Agape kind of love 
 

5. Most importantly: don‟t give up. Go for life with God! 
 

6. How is your love for God today? Is it unconditional or based on 
what you might get from Him? Come to God today. 

 
 
 


