
                                                                                

Week 7, We Believe: Baptism 
Pastor Peter Smith, 07-31-16 

 
We Believe Baptism is: 
 

1.  An ordinance / command from Jesus 
 

 A command that is ongoing. Sometimes we don’t like 
commands, do we?! 
 
“Therefore, (as you go) go and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
      -Matthew 28:19-20, NIV 
 

 We are told to make disciples. What do we do with them? 
Baptize and teach them 
 

 It seems that baptism is an initiation or identification with Jesus 
and the Church 
 

 For how long? The end of this age…ongoing 
 

 
2. (We believe baptism) expresses our union with Jesus 
 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life.”  -Romans 6:3-4 
 

 In baptism, by faith, we are united with Christ in his death, burial, and 
resurrection. Baptism dramatically portrays what happened spiritually 
when you received Christ: Your old self of unbelief and rebellion and 
idolatry died, and a new life of surrender to God came into being.  



                                                                                

 That’s what you confess to the world and to heaven when you are 
baptized. 

 
3. (We believe Baptism) is immersion under water 

 Again, Romans 6 says burial and ressurection 
 

 We identify our faith with the death (going under water) and 
return to life (coming up out of water) 
With Jesus 
 

 An ex. Of baptism is seen in Acts 8 when a man from Ethiopia, 
Africa, believed and was baptized: 
 
“As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?”  He 
ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him.”      
 -Acts 8:36-38, NLT 

 
4. (We Believe Baptism) is for believers only 

 
“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And 
all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, 
like putting on new clothes.”       
 -Galatians 3:26-27, NIV 

 

 The NT says many times “repent…and believe” 
“They believed and were baptized”  

 We belive infants and children should be dedicated, a better 
model, presenting them to God 

 
Question: have you accepted Jesus as your Savior? What’s keeping you 
from being baptized? 

 It’s not about what you can do or don’t do but about what Jesus 
has done for you! 

 Don’t wait till your life is cleaned up….it never will be! 

 Declare your faith, trust in Jesus in Baptism 

 Next date is August 28 here at church 

 Indicate your interest on your Connection Card today 



                                                                                

 
My Next Step: 
 
I will declare my faith publicly through baptism and live a life dedicated to 
Jesus. 
 


