
My Life is My Story 
Week 5: Takin it to the Streets  09-13-15 

 
What backs up anybody’s story? Truthfulness 

 TV informercials (it dices, it slices, it cleans, it saves time…..we have 
to see it to believe it so they show us all this 

 Finish this with me: What car mfr’s motto is this: “Built ___________ 
tough!”?  Ford. So they have quality vehicles that support their story 

 Question today is this: Does your life support your story of faith?  
 

Read 1 Thess 2:1-12 
 
    Because my life is my story, then  
1. I should always speak the truth / be truthful 
  
   Read verse 3 

 
“For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was 
it in deceit.” 
 

 The burden is upon us who believe to share the truth about 
knowing God thru Jesus 
 

 How much do you know? Share it.  
 

Grow in your knowledge. Please God in this way! Know the 
elements of salvation: all have sinned, we are all separated 
from God, only Jesus can bring us back to God 
 

 Ethically, do you always tell the truth? If you compromise, then 
you lose credibility in your witness. People are watching…. 
 

 Remember, if I’m 99% truthful, I really a liar! 
 
    Because my life is my story, I will speak the truth about God and #2  
2. I will treat unbelievers [harshly, deserving of their  
    sins! NO!!] gently, motivated by love 

 
“But we were gentle among you, just as a 
nursing mother cherishes her own children. But we were gentle 



among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children. So, affectionately longing for you…”           -vs. 7-8 

 

 Do people label you as one who loves? I mean, not just “in the 
church”. Do you honestly love people, even lost people?  
 

 (Show picture) A small church in Topeka, KS (Westboro Baptist 
Church) pickets public events, even funerals, with signs filled 
with hate speech: “God hates this kind of person, and that kind 
of person” 
 

 There is no room for hate speech as Christians! 
 

In fact, we need to call one another out on this…while having 
coffee, writing on Facebook, chatting in line at Food Lion 
 
**At the end of the workday, the end of a school day, the 
knuckle-heads you associate with are lost, and acting the way 
lost people act. Show some love! 
 

Because my life is my story, I will tell the truth about God, I will be gentle 
and loving towards unbelievers, and #3 
 
3. I will share my life with others  

 
“We loved you so much that we shared with you not only God’s Good 
News but our own lives, too.”       -vs. 8 
 

 Are you willing to get involved in the lives of others? Nursing 
home visiting? Jail visitation? Food pantry? Clothing Center? 

 

 We should be glad to share verbally (tell the story of Jesus) and 
physically our lives (our time, talents, even willing to die for 
others) with pre-believers 

 

 Are you willing to be open about struggles you have and how 
God is helping you overcome? 

 

 Are you “Super Christian!” or one who trusts in God’s power 
(I’m not perfect…but I keep going towards God) 



Listen: We never stop inviting…Friend’s Day should 
happen weekly, not just 2x a year: 

 

 Paul implies relationships were built with the people of this 
city…it takes time to do this 
 

 Don’t stop inviting people to church, to faith, to a small group…. 
 

 Remember your burden, remember the price paid, remember 
that people can be changed, saved from their ways 

 
What can happen if my life is truly my story?  

Someone may believe in God! Listen to vs. 13: 
 

“Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received his 
message from us, you didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. 
You accepted what we said as the very word of God—which, of 
course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who believe.” 
 
Some of them accepted the message and believed! 

 We believed what you said because of who you are 
(authentic, real, your lifestyle lined up with your story) 
 

 When we consider that our lives are not ours, we are not only 
faithful to God, but we show our love for other people. Your life, 
your story, matter! 

 

 Listen to Peter: 
 

“Live decent lives among unbelievers. Then, although they 
ridicule you as if you were doing wrong while they are watching 
you do good things, they will praise God on the day he comes 
to help you.”        -1 Peter 2:12, GW 
 

 Students, your teachers may find faith in Jesus because of how 
you conduct yourselves at school….or NOT 

 Parents, your co-workers or neighbors may change their ways 
because of your lifestyle….or NOT 
 



 ASK: Are you the most honest person at school? At work? If 
not, why? You belong to God. 

 

 ASK:  Are you kind, considerate, do you show restraint?  
 

 Remember, Your life is your story! Let your light shine this 
week so lost people will know that God is real and that He 
wants to have a relationship with them 

 
Pray 


