
Week 4: Being a Spiritual Wall, 08-24-14 
Pastor Peter Smith, Exciting First Church of God 

 
“When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make 
arrangements for them to be purified. Early in the morning he would 
sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my 
children have sinned  and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s 
regular custom.”        
       -Job 1:4-5, NIV 

 
Taking matters into my own hands!  

to deal with a problem yourself because the people 
who should have dealt with it have failed to do so 

 
Premise:  
-we represent Christ! 
-we are given authority (like Job) to build walls, to cover others 
-we must be genuine and not imposters! Acts demon story 
 

 
Being a Spiritual Wall 

1. We must desire Spiritual Growth  
 

 The writer of Hebrews got upset when he found people not 
growing  
 
“By now you should have been teachers, but once again you need 
to be taught the simplest things about what God has said. You 
need milk instead of solid food. People who live on milk are like 
babies who don’t really know what is right.”      
        -Heb. 5:12-13, CEV 
  
Likewise the Apostle Paul taught that we should grow 
 
“Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ 
tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly. “Physical training is good, 
but training for godliness is much better, promising benefits in this 
life and in the life to come.”               -1 Tim. 4:7-8, NLT  
 

2. Practice Self Control 



“He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken 
down, and without walls.”     -Proverbs 25:28 
 

 The mark of a godly life, a spiritual life 
 

   “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love  
   and self-control.”      -2 Tim. 1:7, English Standard Version 

 
     The gate in God’s wall is Free Will 
 

“I have the freedom to do anything, but not everything is helpful. I 
have the freedom to do anything, but I won't be controlled by 
anything.”                  - 1 Corinthians 6:12, Common English Bible 

 

 City walls had gates to control who entered in and who left; it was 
a method of controlling access to the population 
 

 Are you controlling the access to your life? Your kids? Your 
marriage? Your community? (obviously, due to freedom of choice, 
this only goes so far…but remember, we are to be watchmen, who 
sound the alarm when we see wrong things…) 

 

 Are you closing the gates from time to time to find strength from 
God to continue your journey with Him? 
 

To be FREE in life God asks us to lay down our freedom!  (White 
Flag) 
 
Jesus, talking about priorities that would put love of God ahead 
of family and life itself says, 
 
“If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for 
me, you will find it.”         -Mt. 10:39, NLT 

 
    Self Control: God does his part, we must do ours 

 Hard work being a Christian! Dieting works if you practice self-
control…exercise, learning anything new.  

 Make self control your #1 goal 



 Change your vocabulary from “I can’t” to “I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength” 

 Stop being lazy and start practicing discipleship! 
 

Ask your friend to hold you accountable: prayer, asking you how you 
are doing, tell me the truth! 
 
3. Prioritize Life Biblically 

 
Q: what order would you put these in? 
 
 “church, self, family, God, work, friends” 
“God, self, work, family, friends, church” 
 

Michael Hyatt, a leadership development expert, prioritizes his life 

this way: 

 

“God, self, family, work, church, everything else” 
1st is God since I’m a Christian 
Me 2nd…if I’m not well I’m no good to family or others; I can serve 
better when my basic needs are met 
3rd…family. Before my work and schedule 
4th is work…not ahead of family and God. 
5th is Church…relationships and serving come from there 
6th…whatever else there is! Some seasons of life demand 
changes in this list but I stick to it religiously 
 
When we prioritize life, we strengthen the Wall that God has 
placed around our life and then we are reminded to build walls 
around others’ lives 

    
4. Practice Spiritual Warfare 

 

“We live in this world, but we don’t act like its people or 
fight our battles with the weapons of this world. Instead, 
we use God’s power that can destroy fortresses. We 
destroy arguments and every bit of pride that keeps 
anyone from knowing God. We capture people’s thoughts 

and make them obey Christ.”         -2 Cor. 10:3-5, CEV 



We war spiritually when:  
a. There is no peace / rest 
b. There are no solutions 
c. God’s walls have been breached (by sin, the devil, the world) 

 Co-worker tells you spouse having affair 

 Loved one diagnosed with disease 

 Accident happens…out of the ordinary stuff! 
d. Our response: We begin to pray, to fast, to seek God for 

ourselves or for others 
 

Point: Jesus gives you and I authority to ‘Go’. He said, Say to this 
mountain…go and it will be removed. Why do we say to God 
instead of the mountain?  

 “God this and God that” when we pray. Jesus said, Speak to the 
mountain!.  

 “Sickness, I tell you to leave me in Jesus’ name!” 

 “Lying spirit, stop harassing my loved one!” 

 “Spirit of poverty, stop! Come out of that situation.” 
 
It comes down to this: Will you and I be spiritual walls for God? Will 
you simply do it? Remember: 
 

1. God has called you 
 
“His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms,”    -Eph. 3:10, NIV 
 

2. God has equipped you 
 
-with your story of faith, your interaction with God.   
 

3. God has sent you 
“When Jesus came near, he spoke to them. He said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. So wherever you go, 
make disciples of all nations:”                

 -Matthew 28:18-19, God’s Word Translation 
 


