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The Scriptures say, “Once you were nobody. Now you are God’s people.  
At one time no one had pity on you. Now God has treated you with 
kindness.”             -1 Peter 2:9-10, CEV 

 It speaks to us about our identity, our outlook on life 

 It effects our self-esteem and how we treat one another 

 We continue our series today “We are the People of God”  
 
Today, consider with me that we are Adopted by God! 
 
We are not automatically His children 
 

1. Sin has separated us from God.  
Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short (become separated 
from) of the glory of God.” 
 
Question: Have you EVER done something wrong that made your 
parents or grandparents so mad they didn’t want you in the same 
room as them? They didn’t talk to you for awhile? That’s what sin has 
done to us and God. 

 
2. Sin has orphaned us…our new parent is the Devil!  
 
     God’s Rescue Plan: Adoption 

1. Jesus came to seek and save the lost: all of us! 
 

2. Though God loves us, sin still has to be punished. So God, 
because he loves us, decided to let Jesus come to save us / 
change us. John 1:11-13 above. He did this by dying on a 
cross and coming back to life.  
 
Someone needs to be punished for sin which is bad. So 
Jesus was punished in our place. So God is no longer angry 
with us for doing wrong. 

 
3. If we believe this to be true, we are forgiven  by God and    
         made His children. 

 



So what does it mean to be adopted? 
 

1. We are loved 
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 
be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him.”   -1 John 3:1  
 
2.  We have a new name (which means new identity) 

 Forgiven 

 Accepted 

 Changed 

 Valuable 

 Son or Daughter of God! 
 

3.  Our past has been erased 

 God does not keep a record of our sins! We shouldn’t either 

 Rafiki, the baboon who helps Simba find his way back to his 
family in the Lion King, tells him what’s in the past doesn’t 
matter! 

God says, "I--yes, I alone--will blot out your sins for my own sake and 
will never think of them again.”   -Isaiah 43:25, NLT 

 
       4.  I have a new relationship with God 
 

“The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you 
live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba (which 
means Papa), Father.”    -Romans 8:15 
 

 No more fear of rejection…he accepts me completely 

 He invites me to know him deeply 

 God reveals things / tells us things that only a dad 
can…people of the world will never know! 

 
Take it home: Application 
 

1. We should represent our new family well 

 One person’s parents said, “Remember who you belong to, 
and don’t be stupid!” 



 Ignorance of how to act is one thing, stupidity is knowing but 
doing the opposite 

 Friends, We are the people of God! 

 Wherever you and I go, we are His sons and daughters 

 Pay attention to how you live your life and don’t be stupid! 
 

2. Our father (God) disciplines His kids (like our earthly dads do 
or should!) Heb. 12:5-11 

“My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, 

    and don’t give up when he corrects you. 

For the LORD disciplines those he loves, 

    and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 

As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating 

you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never 

disciplined by its father? If God doesn’t discipline you as he does 

all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not 

really his children at all. Since we respected our earthly fathers 

who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the 

discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever?  For our 

earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they 

knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we 

might share in his holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is 

happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful 

harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.” 

 -Hebrews 12:5-11, NLT 

 

 No discipline = no love for us! 
 

 Discipline is for training, correcting 
 

 Parents, Grandparents, BE STRONG IN YOUR DISCIPLINE! 
Don’t cave in…use time outs 

 

 Interpret your hardship through this lense: all of us have 
something that God wants to correct, change, mold…endure 
instead of running for a pain-free life! 



 
Question: Have you been adopted by God? Through your faith in 
Jesus? 
 

Remember: we do not automatically belong to God. We must personally 
believe. 
  
Have you ever prayed to ask God to become your heavenly father?  
 Let’s pray. 


