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The Path of Greed 

 The sin of greed starts with surrendering to opportunity and 
temptation. 
 

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 
objected, 5 “Why wasn‟t this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year‟s wages.[a]” 6 He did not say this because he 
cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.” 

-John 12:4-6 
 

 Continuing with a greedy heart makes a way for Satan to enter. 
 

27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 
So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.”  

-John 13:27 
 

 Eventually we will do things we thought we would never do. 
 

14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the 
chief priests 15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver 
him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 
16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.” 
        -John 26:14-16 

 

 When we don‟t repent the end is hopelessness and destruction. 
 

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have 
betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That‟s your 
responsibility.” 5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. 
Then he went away and hanged himself.”  -Matthew 27:3-5 

 

 It not only affects you it can destroy your family and those around 
you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A4-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26586a


 

27 The greedy bring ruin to their households, but the one who hates 
bribes will live.”     -Proverbs 15:27 

 
Generosity, the Virtue That Overcomes Greed 
 

 Greed or generosity is a heart choice between God and the world / 
money / stuff. 

 
15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not 
from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.”   -1 John 2:15-17 

 
 

 Jesus gives life that is complete/full. Satan‟s goal is to destroy and 
use you.  

 
9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will 
come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.”         -John 10:9-10 

 

 God gave us His very best because His heart loves us. He is our 
example. 

 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  

-John 3:16 
 

 Jesus gave us the plan that over comes a greedy heart. 
 

37 Jesus replied: “„Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.‟ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: „Love your neighbor as 
yourself.‟ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”            -Matthew 22:37-39  

 



 Once we choose Jesus we should walk in love, the root of a 
generous heart. 

 

1 Follow God‟s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in 
the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  -Eph. 5:1-2 

 

 Giving becomes a natural response to loving God once we realize 
who He really is and what He has done for us. 

 

14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give 
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand.”  -2 Chronicles 29:14 


