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“In the same way, when you see all these things taking place, you can know that his 

return is very near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from 
the scene before all these things take place. Heaven and earth will disappear, but my 
words will never disappear. 

 
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 

angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. And since you don‟t know 
when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! 

 

“The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long 
trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they 

were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. You, too, must keep 
watch! For you don‟t know when the master of the household will return—in the 
evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. Don‟t let him find you sleeping when 

he arrives without warning. I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!”  
-Mark 13:29-37 

 
How many of you know someone who is asleep? 

 A father? Or mom? 

 How about a church? A pastor? 

 How many are in a coma?!! 

 
Jesus‟ words today should invoke something within us: either affirmation or guilt, 

depending on whether or not we are sleeping! 
 

 
Story: I know of a church who five years ago was sleeping: 

 Attendance had dropped to an all time low 

 No new people were coming and nobody was inviting their friends to church 
 The music was great because it was „their kind of music‟…after all, who else 

was coming to church anyway?! 

  There were no recent decisions for Jesus and no recent baptisms 

 This church was sleeping…OUR CHURCH, FCOG, had fallen asleep! 

 
 Then in 2011 we began to wake up! 

o We repented before God and made some radical changes in our structure 
and worship service 

o We started reaching out to our community, especially to children (at least 
one family left because of this saying we were the „kid‟ church in town!) 

o Do you know statistics say if kids don‟t accept Jesus by 18 chances are 

they won‟t in their lifetime? Wow! I‟m being a watchman today!!!  



o Do you know that 20% of the last census responders said they have no 
religious affiliation? And of the 80% only 14-16% attend church—which 

speaks about their commitment, at all, to the living God! 
o So we „woke up‟ and have seen many decisions for Jesus since then, 

baptisms, children and many of YOU here at church 

o We must watch and pray like Jesus said. 
 
Who are called to be „watchmen‟? 

 Parents 

 Grandparents 

 Employers 

 Stay at home moms 

 Teachers 

 Pastors 

 Students 

 Every Christian!! 
 
What should these Watchmen do? 

 
 Watchmen prepare themselves spiritually  

 
We can‟t alert others if we are ready ourselves! Are you ready if Jesus 
came back today? 

 
 Watchmen know their community 

 
Do we know where the kids are? The drug dealers? A bar that is going  to 

open or a strip club? Do we alert each other when it‟s time to pray? 
(Hmmm…other than sickness, does anybody say we need to pray?) 
Are you concerned and involved in your town? Driven around lately?! 

 
 Watchmen pray 

 
And alert others to pray. For leaders; when sinful things are uncovered; for 
salvation for community; for hedges of protection around less fortunate, 

elderly, the body of Christ 
 
Who are the watchman? Who will warn the people?  

 
   All who hear God!  (you and me!)  

 In other words, if a volcano has erupted at the top of a mountain and lava 
is coming descending upon a city below, if we were the only one that knew 

about it, we would be shouting a warning in that city ASAP! 
 

 If we know that Christ is soon to come, and that only the "pure in heart" 

shall see God” then we need to tell everyone we know 



 

 If we can see these things and remain silent, then we are not being faithful 

watchman. 
 
Ezekiel: a Watchman 

 
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the 

word I speak and give them warning from me.”  -Ezekiel 33:7, NIV 
 
Parents,  

 are you being a „watchman‟, a „lookout‟ for your kids—or have you given over to 
our culture and become a friend instead? 

 
Christian believers,  

 are we witnessing as „watchmen‟ to your co-workers, neighbors, friends and 

family about Jesus—or are we simply enjoying life and letting everyone else as 
well? 

 
Are we sharing the Gospel story?  

o All have sinned and fall short of God‟s glory 
o The penalty for this is spiritual and physical death 
o But the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus- - -because of His death on the 

cross and His resurrection! 
  
Our call as “watchmen” is to: 

1) Pray for our town, nation, our world 
2) Preach the Bible without apology 

3) Partner with those who hold Biblical values as well 

 
 
Watchman: 

 stand up for Biblical values and against the tide of evil that is sweeping our 

land: 
o Abortion 

o The change in what defines traditional marriage between a man and 
woman 

o The addictiveness of various drugs of choice including alcohol, cigarettes 

and prescription meds 
o The erosion of the family unit which leads to lower values at home 

 
  “Blow the Trumpet” when you see or hear of injustices taking place: 

o Laws about to be passed 

o A neighbor neglecting their children 
o Drug dealing on your block 

o Children left to fend for themselves (we have a van running every week!) 
 



 Always stay alert 

"I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem (O Federalsburg); they will 

never be silent day or night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest."     
 - Isaiah 62:6, NIV 

 
Our job description, along with others here in town, is to: 
 

o Watch what is going on in the culture 
 

o Pray for the wisdom to engage Biblically, courageously 
 

o Sound the alarm in our every-day living 

 
The Watchman‟s Strength 

 
"My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchmen for the morning; indeed, 
more than the watchmen for the morning."  - Psalm 130:6 

 
  In the Bible: 

 They must stay awake (fall asleep and the enemy can attack and plunder) 

 They were responsible for the rest of the army, people of the city 

 They longed for morning light: 
o for greater visibility (to see the approach of the enemy) and 
o because light keeps you awake! 

 
So the writer says more than the desire for morning he longed for the Lord. This is the 

key to being watchmen! 

 Do you long for God more than anything? 

 As a follower of Jesus, are you keeping your priorities correctly—God, self, 
family, job, church, others? (note: God is first!!) 

 Is your strength coming from the living God or something else? 

 Friends, may we wait only for Christ…there is salvation in no other name! 
 
Bible commands to Watchmen: 

 Don‟t grow weary—find another watchman from our church, a neighboring 

church. 
 

“So let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not give up, the time will come 

when we will reap the harvest.”   -Galatians 6:9, Good News Translation 
 

 Remain faithful till Jesus returns 

 

“But you, dear friends, use your most holy faith to build yourselves up even stronger.” 
      -Jude 1:20, Easy to Read Version 

 Be persistent in prayer 

 



“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, English 

Standard Version 
 

Pray for our brothers and sisters here in town or where you live—that God would 

find many keeping watch over the walls He has placed around His people.  
 


