
Week 2: The Feuding Table  
James 4:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:22-23 

11-13-16 
 
Tables…used to eat, make agreements / treaties, even to feud and 
possibly cease a feud. 
 
Here are some famous table scenes of peace: 

 Classic: the Beaver family (never feuded!) 

 Happy Days (Cunninghams) 

 The Simpson’s (surprising how much they ate!) 

 Christmas Vacation (the Griswold family) 

 Have you ever fought at your table before? 
 

What causes most arguments? 
 

1.  A lack of maturity (James 4:1-3) 
“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from 
your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so 
you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel 
and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you 
ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 
you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” 
 
Problem with arguing is that is can quickly be filled with emotions. Be 
on guard!  
Results of arguing: 

 I win 

 You win 

 A draw (and NOBODY likes a draw! Lol) 

 Best form of arguing is to find a solution, not to ‘win’ 
 

a. Listen, don’t ‘re-load’ your ammo (always thinking of a comeback, 
never really ‘hearing’ what is said) 
 

b. Give feedback: What I hear you saying is __________ 
 

c. Don’t always seek ‘your’ way (James 4:1-2) 
 



What causes most arguments? 
2. Self centeredness (James 4:1-2) 

“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come 
from your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not 
have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, 
so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not 
ask God.  

 
What causes most arguments? 

3.  Misalignment (with God’s ways) James 4:3, 2 Tim. 2:22) 
“When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” 
 
“Stay away from lusts which tempt young people. Pursue what 
has God’s approval. Pursue faith, love, and peace together with 
those who worship the Lord with a pure heart.” -2 timothy 
2:22, GW 

Misalignment is when one person or thing isn’t lined up with or paired 
right with another (Democrats and Republicans (!), Us and God 

 
Faith filled ‘fighting’ 
 

1. Remember God’s design for maturity (2 Timothy 2:22) 
“Stay away from lusts which tempt young people. Pursue what has 
God’s approval. Pursue faith, love, and peace together with those 
who worship the Lord with a pure heart.” 

 
2. Stay out of dumb arguments! (2 Tim. 2:23) 

“Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish arguments, which only upset 
people and make them angry.” 
 
Proverbs ?? 

 

3. Learn to agree to disagree  
 
Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater  
“but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good.”  

-1 Thessalonians 5:21, NLT 

 



Paul said, 
“Don’t quarrel with anyone. Be at peace with everyone, just as much 
as possible.”    -Romans 12:18, TLB 
 
Ask yourself: is this battle worth dying for? 

 

 The thanksgiving table may not be the place to discuss politics, 
gay / lesbian marriage, etc. 

 
4. Re-align with God’s Will 

“So place yourselves under God’s authority. Resist the devil, and he 
will run away from you.”  -James 4:7, GW 

 

 Have you asked Jesus to be your Savior? Are you living on-
purpose to please Him every day?  

 Today, do you need to let go of anything that is standing in 
the way of you being faithful? 

 If so, re-align with God’s will 
 

This Week: Here’s a great way to realign: I will: 
 
Get re-aligned with God: sign up for a small group or a place to serve. 


