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Called to be Holy: Week 2: Behavior Matters!  07-13-14 
 

Recap last Week’s message: Called to be Holy 

 Holiness is letting God be reflected in / through our lives 

 Ezekiel describes a river flowing from God‟s presence and bringing 
life to everything it touches…a real picture of holiness 

 Proximity (closeness) determines how much we are reflecting God (or 
not) 

 Are you standing in the river or are you swimming in it?! 
 

What makes us holy? 
 Ans: God‟s work in us. Bible says: 

 We were washed; 

 We have been forgiven 

 We have been bought with a price! 

 We used to be this or that… 

 All of this is in the past, what God has done in us / for us  
 

Behavior Matters: Cultivating Holiness 
(Build upon what God has done) 
 

1. Rom. 12:2- “ Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think.”    NLT 
 

2. “Come out”….CoG tradition thoughts 
 

3. Inward vs. Outward 
a. Inward is letting God be reflected in / through my life 

 Drawing near to God, contemplating God 
 

b. Outward is the result, the overflow, the reflection of God‟s 
river washing us 
 
Ezekiel tells us: 

“This river flows east through the desert into the valley of the Dead 
Sea. The waters of this stream will make the salty waters of the Dead 
Sea fresh and pure. There will be swarms of living things wherever 
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the water of this river flows…Life will flourish wherever this water 
flows.”      -Ezekiel 47:8-9, NLT 

 

 Where is the River leading you? 
 

 River‟s work slowly at times or very rapid; they keep working 
against the banks that hold the water…it eventually changes 
the soil  

What is God working „against‟ in your life?  
What situations is He not delivering you out of? (so that 
you will grow) 

 
James 1:2-4 says, 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 

 

 Stop fighting the river! 
 

How are we to be holy? 
 

1. My thoughts (inward reflection of God, right?!) 
a. Where do I begin? The things I dwell on 

“In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are 
good and that deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, 
lovely, and honorable.”   -Phil. 4:8, GNT 

 
b. Start rejecting contrary thoughts (remember, it‟s a battle!) 

Paul says, “ we tear down every proud idea that raises itself against 
the knowledge of God. We also capture every thought and make it 
give up and obey Christ.”    -2 Cor. 10:5, ERV 

 
  Q: Are you letting your thoughts control you, or 
                   are you controlling your thoughts? 

 
2. My Actions 

a. Conduct towards others (what would Jesus do?) 
b. Dress (Biblical mandate was to suppress lust) 
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Q: Am I viewed as part of the Christian community by the way I 
act?  
Q: Am I attracting others to Jesus or repelling them? 
 

3. My Speech 
 
Encouraging words 

             Paul says to only use words that lift up / 
     encourage others 

“Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them.”    -Eph. 4:29, NLT 
 
       Slower responses 
             James says, 
“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because 
human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”  

-James 1:19-20, NIV 
 

        Knowing when to stop  
             Proverbs says,  
“Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his 
lips, he is deemed intelligent.”  -Prov. 17:28, ESV 

 
What is the result of drawing close to God? 
 

Ans: Finding Him! 

 Isn‟t this what we desire?! 
 

“Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—
everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of 
peace will be with you.”   -Phil. 4:9, NLT 
 
Challenge: 
If „pondering‟, „meditating on‟, „thinking upon‟, „dwelling on‟ all invite the 
presence of God into our experience of life, and if this is one particular way 
we can „swim‟ in His river, will you choose to be holy by changing what you 
dwell on this week? 
 


