
   

Amazing Grace, Week 1 
01-03-16 

 
A Story of Grace: Luke 11:15-32 

Read 11:1-3, 11-24 

Points from Prodigal Son (Prodigal means wasteful / extravagant 

living) 

1. Jesus tells an outrageous story! 

Inheritance always comes when parents die, not before 

 The younger son was rebellious, proud, had no regard for his 

dad 

 Oldest Jewish son should get double the inheritance…this dad 

splits it (bitterness!) 

 He tells of a father who loves beyond all measure 

 

2. The son ‘comes to his senses’ after hitting rock bottom 

 Pigs were ceremonially unclean for Jews 

(Couldn’t simply touch one! No eating, etc.) 

 At rock bottom he has a wake-up call 

(a drunk gets tired of waking up in their vomit; a dead-beat dad 

misses never seeing his kids) 

 

**Rock-bottom is unique to every person—It’s when we say to 

ourselves: I’ve got to change! 

 

3. The loving father is a picture of God 

 He doesn’t give what is deserved: “you made your bed, now 

sleep in it!” 

 God waits patiently for us to return home 

 He is compassionate to restore us when we have a change of 

mind 

     4. (read rest of story: Luke 15:25-32)  
Older brother represents Pharisees  



   

 Self righteous- - -Look at me!  

 Can’t rejoice when a sinner comes to God 

 Not able to extend grace / mercy 

 Forgets he is always with God 

Application for us today: Who are you in this story?  

 Are you the prodigal or the older brother (Pharisees)?  

 Are you rebellious (lost and far from God)?  

 Are you the self-righteous Pharisee / older brother, no longer capable 

of rejoicing when a sinner returns to God? 

 Maybe you've hit rock-bottom, come to your senses and decided to 

run to God's open arms of compassion and mercy?  

 

Amazing Grace 

Definition of Grace: the unearned favor of God towards 

people…but we must expand on this (month of January) 

Grace is Outrageous! 

1. Judgment is the obvious answer to injustice 

 Robbers go to jail, murderers receive the death penalty 

 Justice comes through punishment, giving what is deserved 

2. With God, Grace gives us what we don’t deserve 

 Instead of punishment for our sins / wrongdoing, we find mercy 

 In fact, It is freely given to us by God 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 

works, so that no one can boast.”  NIV 

 The way it comes to us is through faith / 

    belief in the story of Jesus 

 

 It means “we cannot make God love us more, and there is 

nothing we can do to make Him love us less…He already 

loves us as much as He can”  -Phillip Yancey 



   

 

 Christianity is the ONLY religion in the world with Grace: 

o Hinduism  

o Budishm 

o Islam 

o Judaism….all have rules to follow to find God’s love, to 

find His acceptance 

o Christianity teaches God’s love is freely given!! 

 

“Grace costs nothing for the recipient but everything to the giver” 

 

Have you received this Grace from God? 

 Based not on what you have done, but what God has done for you? 

 If not, you are not in relationship with God 

“I’m trying my best”….doesn’t cut it with God! 

“I go to church” 

“I’m a good person” 

It’s not based on performance, observing the rules 

 

 If you have been saved / forgiven, are you offering grace to others? 

 Religious people forget quickly!! 

 The only way we can win people to Jesus is by receiving and then 

offering Grace to others 

 

Chris Parks talk 


