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More than Survivors: Week 2: Fleeing Evil 
Pastor Peter Smith, Exciting First Church of God 09-21-14 

 

Introduction 
 
     Welcome to Week 2 of our teaching series called ―More than Survivors‖. 
Last week we considered how making Spiritual life choices can help us to 
―rise above‖ the world we live in and live our lives better for God: 

  Consider the choices we make and their outcomes 

  Put Jesus 1st in our lives 

  Remember what Tribe you belong: we are just passing through this 
world--don’t get caught up in it!  

 
Survivor premieres this Wed. on CBS at 8 PM. One of the things 
contestants will be doing is weekly challenges to see who will get voted off 
at the Tribal Council. One of the tribes here at FCOG recently took a 
challenge… 
 
Well, your challenges this week will against evil will probably be more 
difficult than ours (the water was cold!) so let’s look at the life of 
Joseph and see how he was more than a Survivor 
 

All-too-convenient evil is prevalent in our society, as well. Every day 
suggestive images and sounds seek to draw us away from sexual fidelity—
clothing styles, movies, television, billboards, newspapers, magazines, 
books, catalogs, radio and CD music, conversations, and so on. What are 
we do to?  

 
Joseph set a good example as more than a survivor by fleeing the all-

too-convenient evil that tempted him. 
If he obeyed her, he would be disloyal to Potiphar and unfaithful to 

God; if he kept on refusing her, she might become angry and cause him a 
great deal of trouble, which, of course, did happen (vv. 13–20). At any rate, 
Joseph chose the way that kept his relationship with God intact, above all 
else. 

 
When faced with similar circumstances, whether they be sexually 

oriented or not, what are we to do? When it is convenient to give in, give 
up, and to live a mediocre life like (it seems) everyone else is doing, we 
must learn to flee evil like Joseph did.  
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Here are 4 ways to flee: 
 
F: Feel the danger 

 How sensitive am I to temptation? 

 Remember the conflict of evil: Joseph did 

 In The Christian Warfare, Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote: ―Not 
to realize that you are in a conflict means . . . that you are 
completely defeated by the devil. Anyone who is not 
aware of a fight and a conflict in a spiritual sense is in a 
drugged and hazardous condition‖ (10). 

 

 Joseph sensed the danger as soon as Mrs. Potiphar ―took notice‖ 
and he started avoiding her 

 Don’t be over confident and think you are stronger than you are 
 

 ―Brothers and sisters, someone in your group might do something wrong. 
You who are following the Spirit should go to the one who is sinning. Help 
make that person right again, and do it in a gentle way. But be careful, 
because you might be tempted to sin too.‖ -Gal. 6:1, ERV 
 
II. Leave the area 

 

 Mrs. Potiphar pursued Joseph so relentlessly that eventually his 
only option was to run (10–12). 

 Joseph’s relationship with God was more important than life: 
―How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?‖ 
     -Gen. 39:9, NIV 
 

 If possible, when tempted to sin, to live opposite your faith in God: 
o look away, get away, leave the room, drive a different route, 

stop an activity, change plans—even if it seems awkward 
or ungraceful, or causes a temporary misunderstanding. 
Joseph didn’t care what the adulterous Mrs. P thought about 
him…neither should we! 
 

III. Experience God’s pleasure 
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 The moment we turn away from temptation, God is pleased, but 
we may not feel his pleasure at that moment. Some attractions are 
harder than others to refuse.  
 

 Joseph began to experience God’s pleasure in prison—‖The Lord 
was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in 
the eyes of the prison warden‖ (21). 
 

 Jer. 17:7, ESV says, 
―Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the 
LORD.‖ 
 

      24 hour Chip: 
AA uses sobriety coins as one tool to remain sober. When tempted to 
drink a person looks at their coin to remind them of all the progress 
they have made up to that point. It’s a form of a ―high five‖, I did it! 
 
God takes pleasure when we choose to live for Him. When we are 
tempted and we overcome it, God smiles HUGE at our lives! Remind 
yourself when this happens, give thanks for God’s helping you be an 
overcomer. 
 
―God blesses those people who refuse evil advice and won’t follow 
sinners or join in sneering at God. Instead, the Law of the Lord makes 
them happy, and they think about it day and night.‖   -Psalm 1:1-2, 
CEV 
  

IV. Establish protections 
 
     Have a battle plan (protection) before you are tempted 
 

 The reason Joseph was able withstand is that he had already 
worked out a battle plan, at least in general terms (2–6, 8–10). 

o He was committed to be loyal to Potiphar for the trust he had 
placed in him. 

o He recognized God’s presence and favor and was 
committed to serve him, no matter what. 

o As Mrs. Potiphar pursued Joseph, he resolved to be with her 
as little as possible. 
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o Do what Josh McDowell tells teens: Decide what you’ll do in 
the backseat of the car before you ever get there, otherwise 
passion, rather than common sense, rules (173). 
 

 Establish accountability in your life. In his book, The Man in the 
Mirror, Patrick Morley says, ―One of the greatest reasons men get 
into trouble is that they don’t have to answer to anyone for their 
lives.‖ He calls it ―the missing link‖ (pg. 273) 
 
―A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two 
can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a 
triple-braided cord is not easily broken.‖      
       -Eccl. 4:12, NLT 
 
*If you really want to know God’s pleasure, humble yourself and 
become accountable…and He will bless your socks off! 

 
Conclusion 
     Consider Past Choices: do an inventory 
 
     Remember the wise and foolish choices we’re recording from last 
week? Here are some insightful words for all of us from Every Man’s Battle: 

 ―We must choose to be strong and courageous to walk into purity. In 
the millisecond it takes to make that choice, the Holy Spirit will start 
guiding you and walking through the struggle with you‖ (91) 
 

     Even if you struggled this past week, know that the Holy Spirit walks 
through that struggle with you every time. You’re not alone; others battle 
the same thing, and Jesus Christ can be relied upon to not let the 
temperature rise higher than you can tolerate and show you how to flee. 
 
 


